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Gray, Mike. Angle of Attack, Harrison Storms and the Race to 

the Moon, W.W. Norton & Co, 1992 

ISBN-13: 978-0393325133  ISBN-10: 039332513X 

“Few people know the real story behind the building of Apollo, but Mike 
Gray has managed to capture the drama and excitement of those urgent 
times. This is a fascinating book full of lessons about what America can 
achieve with vision and teamwork.” ―Buzz Aldrin 

Centuries from now, when the Cold War is as remote as the War of Roses and the passions of our 
time have faded into footnotes, humanity will still remember July 16, 1969, the day the first human 
beings departed from earth bound for a landing on the moon. Angle of Attack turned out to be a story 
of ordinary people organized for an extraordinary purpose. It is an anthem to human cleverness, and 
it is a vivid reminder of what we are capable of when we choose to follow leaders with courage and 
vision. 

 

Sydney Perkowitz. Hollywood Science, Columbia University 

Press, 2007 

ISBN- 978—0-231-14280-9  Length: 283 pages  

In this book, a scientist and dedicated film enthusiast discusses the portrayal of 
science in more than one hundred films, including science fiction, scientific 
biographies, and documentaries. Beginning with early films like Voyage to the 
Moon and Metropolis and concluding with more recent offerings like The 
Matrix, War of the Worlds, A Beautiful Mind, and An Inconvenient Truth, 

Sidney Perkowitz questions how much faith we can put into Hollywood's depiction of scientists and 
their work; how accurately these films capture scientific fact and theory; whether cataclysms like our 
collision with a comet can actually happen; and to what extent these films influence public opinion 
about science and the future. 
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 Daring Dozen: The Twelve Who 

Walked on the Moon Hardcover – 

March 5, 2019  
by Suzanne Slade (Author), Alan Marks (Illustrator) 

 

A gorgeous introduction to the twelve brave men who have left 
footprints on the moon, just in time to celebrate the fiftieth 

anniversary of the first lunar landing. 
 
On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong took one small step and made history. Over the course of the next 
three-and-a-half years, twelve lunar explorers, including Alan Shepard and Gene Cernan, touched 
down on the moon's surface. Author and engineer Suzanne Slade reveals how the Apollo missions 
(1969-1972) built upon one another and led to important discoveries about our nearest neighbor in 
space. Back matter includes an afterword by Alan Bean (1932-2018), the fourth person to walk on 
the moon. 

 

 Apollo : An Eyewitness Account By Astronaut/Explorer 

Artist/Moonwalker Hardcover – January 10, 1998  
by Alan Bean (Author), Andrew Chaikin (Author) 

 

 

Lunar missions chronicled in paintings by Apollo 12 astronaut Captain Alan 

Bean. 

 

 

 

 

 The Last Man on the Moon: Astronaut Eugene Cernan 

and America's Race in Space  

 

The basis of the 2014 award-winning feature-length documentary! A 
revealing and dramatic look at the inside of the American Space 
Program from one of its pioneers. 

https://www.amazon.com/Suzanne-Slade/e/B001JRZQQQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alan+Marks&text=Alan+Marks&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Alan-Bean/e/B001K6ZSF0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Andrew+Chaikin&text=Andrew+Chaikin&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


Eugene Cernan was a unique American who came of age as an astronaut during the most exciting 
and dangerous decade of spaceflight. His career spanned the entire Gemini and Apollo programs, 
from being the first person to spacewalk all the way around our world to the moment when he left 
man's last footprint on the Moon as commander of Apollo 17. 

Between those two historic events lay more adventures than an ordinary person could imagine as 
Cernan repeatedly put his life, his family and everything he held dear on the altar of an obsessive 
desire. Written with New York Times bestselling author Don Davis, The Last Man on the Moon is the 
astronaut story never before told - about the fear, love and sacrifice demanded of the few men who 
dared to reach beyond the heavens for the biggest prize of all - the Moon. 

 

  



 

  Rod Pyle,  Space 2.0, National Space Society, Ben Bella Books 

Inc., 2019 

ISBN: 9781944648459     Length: 319 pages 

In Space 2.0, space historian Rod Pyle, in collaboration with the National 
Space Society, will give you an inside look at the next few decades of 
spaceflight and long-term plans for exploration, utilization, and settlement. 
Speaking with key leaders of the latest space programs and innovations, 

Pyle shares the excitement and promise of this new era of exploration and economic development. 
From NASA and the Russian space agency Roscosmos, to emerging leaders in the private sector 
such as SpaceX, Blue Origin, Moon Express, Virgin Galactic, and many others, Space 2.0 examines 
the new partnerships that are revolutionizing spaceflight and changing the way we reach for the 
stars. 

 

 

 Dennis Jenkins, Space Shuttle: The History of the National 

Space Transportation System The First 100 Missions,  

 

This history chronicles the development of reusable spacecraft, 
including the full and fascinating history of Space Shuttle flights and all 
developmental and experimental craft. This book has been totally 
revised and updated since it was last published in 1996. 

 

 

 



 Dennis Jenkins, Space Shuttle: Developing an Icon 1972-2013 

9781st ed. Edition 

During 30 years and 135 missions, the U.S. space shuttle carried more 
crewmembers to orbit than all other launch systems, from all other 
countries combined, and carried more than 4.5 million pounds of 
payload to orbit. It was a staggering record of success. Unfortunately, it 
was accompanied by a tragic record of failure, with two accidents 
claiming the lives of 14 astronauts as well as other incidents claiming 

several ground personnel. But, as Richard Truly, an astronaut and NASA administrator, once said, 
"Flying in space is a bold business. We cannot print enough money to make it totally risk-free." This 
assertion was not meant as an excuse, simply a statement of fact regarding the physics of space 
travel and the dangers of chemical rockets. 

 

 

 Lawrence Korb, Memories of the Apollo and Space Shuttle 

Programs, 2018         Length: 473 pages 

I have had the privilege of being an engineer who worked on both the 
Apollo and Space Shuttle Orbiter Programs for more than 45 years. It has 
been a fascinating and rewarding experience, along with its share of 
pressures and disappointments. Come take this exciting journey with me.  
In this book I present the contributions of 30 key scientists who, over a 
period of 2500 years, made the Moon visit possible in my lifetime. I review 
the birth of the Space Age, early Russian dominance in the sixties, and the 
successful landing on the Moon. The details of the failure analyses of the 
Apollo Fire, which cost the lives of three Apollo astronauts, are presented, 
along with the corrective actions taken. I cover the contribution of the 

Mercury and Gemini programs, the details of the design of the Apollo and the greatest material 
challenges we faced. The book also describes the Lunar Module; without its concept, we may have 
never made the Moon landings. The book also details how we beat the Russians to the Moon, 
covers all Apollo missions, and how we saved the Apollo 13 astronauts. Finally, I present what I 
consider to be theApollo legacy. 

 

 



  Henry Dinenno, From the Streets to the Stars, 2011 

 

This book is an inspirational, humorous description of my life from a hard 
core juvenile delinquent to a top executive in a major corporation. It begins 
on the streets of New York City and recounts the thievery, property 
damage, weapons and gang wars that defined my juvenile years. It recalls 
a transitional phase where the death of my grandfather, a move from New 
York, my family, my friends, and the heavy handed brothers of Notre Dame 
High School gradually erased the influence of my juvenile years.  
My work during the design phase of both Project Apollo and Space Shuttle, 

and the unbelievably exciting launches at the Kennedy Space Center are covered with an insiders 
perspective on how these great teams dealt with successes and failures.  
Throughout, I reflect on how the experiences of my delinquent and transitional phases, and my 
renewed relationship with God, helped me to grow and to use my career successes to help others. 

 

 

  Gerald Blackburn, Downey's Aerospace History: 1947-1999, 

Arcadia Publishing, 2009 

The city of Downey has been host to one of aerospace history's most 
sacred sites. For more than six decades, men and women have gathered in 
this Los Angeles County town to make the dreams of tomorrow a reality--
inventing the future and starting America's journey to the stars. A wealthy 
Los Angeles industrialist, E. M. Smith, began this history with the purchase 
of a portion of the Huynan Ranch in August 1929. His company, EMSCO 
Aircraft, was the first of what would become a memorable list of pioneers in 
aviation and space. The story of the site's aerospace history extends from 
North American Aviation's tenancy in 1947 to the site closure in 1999 when 
engineers and scientists designed and developed the aerospace 

technology that took man to the moon and established a permanent presence in space. 

 

 



 In the Shadow of the Moon: A Challenging Journey to 

Tranquility, 1965-1969 (Outward Odyssey: A People's 

History of S) (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of 

Spaceflight) 
In the Shadow of the Moon tells the story of the most exciting and 
challenging years in spaceflight, with two superpowers engaged in a 
titanic struggle to land one of their own people on the moon. Drawing on 
interviews with astronauts, cosmonauts, their families, technicians, and 
scientists, as well as rarely seen Soviet and American government 
documents, the authors craft a remarkable story of the golden age of 
spaceflight as both an intimate human experience and a rollicking global 
adventure. From the Gemini flights to the Soyuz space program to the 
earliest Apollo missions, including the legendary first moon landing, their 

book draws a richly detailed picture of the space race as an endeavor equally endowed with 
personal meaning and political significance. 

 

 Falling to Earth: An Apollo 15 Astronaut's Journey to 

the Moon by Al Worden  (Author), Francis French  (Author), & 1 more 

 

As command module pilot for the Apollo 15 mission to the moon in 1971, 
Al Worden flew on what is widely regarded as the greatest exploration 
mission that humans have ever attempted. He spent six days orbiting the 
moon, including three days completely alone, the most isolated human in 
existence. During the return from the moon to earth he also conducted the 
first spacewalk in deep space, becoming the first human ever to see both 
the entire earth and moon simply by turning his head. The Apollo 15 flight 
capped an already-impressive career as an astronaut, including important 
work on the pioneering Apollo 9 and Apollo 12 missions, as well as the 

perilous flight of Apollo 13. 
 
Nine months after his return from the moon, Worden received a phone call telling him he was fired 
and ordering him out of his office by the end of the week. He refused to leave. 
 
What happened in those nine months, from being honored with parades and meetings with world 
leaders to being unceremoniously fired, has been a source of much speculation for four decades. 
Worden has never before told the full story around the dramatic events that shook NASA and ended 
his spaceflight career. Readers will learn them here for the first time, along with the exhilarating 
account of what it is like to journey to the moon and back. It's an unprecedentedly candid account of 
what it was like to be an Apollo astronaut, with all its glory but also its pitfalls. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Al-Worden/e/B004PSCMUO/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Francis-French/e/B001JSBZGK/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_2
https://www.amazon.com/Falling-Earth-Apollo-Astronauts-Journey-ebook/dp/B004J4WKJC/ref=sr_1_9?dchild=1&keywords=francis+french&qid=1599879073&s=books&sr=1-9


 

 

 

 

 

Teasel-Muir-Harmony. Apollo to the Moon, A history in 50 

Objects, National Geographic, Smithsonian, 2018 

ISBN- 978-1-4262=1993-1  Length: 295 pages  

This book showcases the historic space exploration program that landed 
humans on the moon, advanced the world's capabilities for space travel, 
and revolutionized our sense of humanity's place in the universe. Each 
historic accomplishment is symbolized by a different object, from a 
Russian stamp honoring Yuri Gagarin and plastic astronaut action figures 

to the Apollo 11 command module, piloted by Michael Collins as Armstrong and Aldrin made the first 
moonwalk, together with the monumental art inspired by these moon missions. Throughout, Apollo 
to the Moon also tells the story of people who made the journey possible: the heroic astronauts as 
well as their supporters, including President John F. Kennedy, newsman Walter Cronkite, and NASA 
scientists such as Margaret Hamilton. 
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Michael D. Leinbach, Jonathn H. Ward  Bringing Columbia 

Home, Arcade Publishing, 2018 

ISBN- 9781628728514  Length:353 pages 

. On February 1, 2003, Columbia disintegrated on reentry before the nation’s 

eyes, and all seven astronauts aboard were lost. Author Mike Leinbach, 

Launch Director of the space shuttle program at NASA’s John F. Kennedy 

Space Center was a key leader in the search and recovery effort as NASA, 

FEMA, the FBI, the US Forest Service, and dozens more federal, state, and 

local agencies combed an area of rural east Texas the size of Rhode Island 

for every piece of the shuttle and her crew they could find. Assisted by hundreds of volunteers, it 

would become the largest ground search operation in US history. This comprehensive account is 

told in four parts:  

 Parallel Confusion 
 Courage, Compassion, and Commitment 
 Picking Up the Pieces 
 A Bittersweet Victory 

 

 

 

 

  Leonard Davis, Moon Rush, The new space race, National Geographic 
Partners LLC, 2019 

ISBN 978-1-4262-2005-0      Length: 223 pages 

Veteran space journalist digs into the science and technology--past, 
present, and future--central to our explorations of Earth's only 
satellite, the space destination most hotly pursued today. 

 
In these rich pages, veteran science journalist Leonard David explores the moon in all its facets, 
from ancient myth to future "Moon Village" plans. Illustrating his text with maps, graphics, and 
photographs, David offers inside information about how the United States, allies and competitors, as 
well as key private corporations like Moon Express and Jeff Bezos's Blue Origin, plan to reach, 
inhabit, and even harvest the moon in the decades to come. 

 



 Charles Fishman, One Giant Leap: The Impossible Mission 

That Flew Us to the Moon, Simon & Schuster 2019 

ISBN 978-1-5011-0629-3      Length: 442 pages 

Charles Fishman introduces readers to the men and women who had to 
solve 10,000 problems before astronauts could reach the Moon. From the 
research labs of MIT, where the eccentric and legendary pioneer Charles 
Draper created the tools to fly the Apollo spaceships, to the factories where 
dozens of women sewed spacesuits, parachutes, and even computer 
hardware by hand, Fishman captures the exceptional feats of these 
ordinary Americans. One Giant Leap is the captivating story of men and 

women charged with changing the world as we knew it—their leaders, their triumphs, their near 
disasters, all of which led to arguably the greatest success story, and the greatest adventure story, 
of the twentieth century. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Douglas Brinkley, American Moonshot: John F. Kennedy and the 

Great Space Race,  Harper Collins 2019 

ISBN: 978-0-06-265506-6           Length: 529pages 

Drawing on new primary source material and major interviews with many of 
the surviving figures who were key to America’s success, Brinkley brings this 
fascinating history to life as never before. American Moonshot is a portrait of 
the brilliant men and women who made this giant leap possible, the 
technology that enabled us to propel men beyond earth’s orbit to the moon 

and return them safely, and the geopolitical tensions that spurred Kennedy to commit himself fully to 
this audacious dream. Brinkley’s ensemble cast of New Frontier characters include rocketeer 
Wernher von Braun, astronaut John Glenn and space booster Lyndon Johnson. 



A vivid and enthralling chronicle of one of the most thrilling, hopeful, and turbulent eras in the 
nation’s history, American Moonshot is an homage to scientific ingenuity, human curiosity, and the 
boundless American spirit.  

 

 Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold 
Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped 

Win the Space Race  December 6, 2016  

by Margot Lee Shetterly (Author) 

 

 

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated 
female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules and adding machines 
to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. 

 

 

 Robert Kurson, RocketMen, Random House, 2018 

ISBN: 9780812988703        Length:357 pages 

Drawn from hundreds of hours of one-on-one interviews with the astronauts, 
their loved ones, NASA personnel, and myriad experts, and filled with vivid and 
unforgettable detail, Rocket Men is the definitive account of one of America’s 
finest hours. In this real-life thriller, Kurson reveals the epic dangers involved, 
and the singular bravery it took, for mankind to leave Earth for the first time—
and arrive at a new world. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Margot-Lee-Shetterly/e/B01HCKSRNC/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 Robert Stone, Alan Andres, Chasing the Moon: The People, the 

Politics, and the Promise That Launched America into the Space 
Age, Ballentine Books, 2019 

ISBN: 9781524-798123           Length:341 pages 

A Companion Book to the AMERICAN EXPERIENCE® Film on PBS® 
 
Going in depth to explore their stories beyond the PBS series, writer/producer 
Robert Stone—called “one of our most important documentary filmmakers” 

by Entertainment Weekly—brings these important figures to brilliant life. 

 

 

 Norman Mailer,Colum McCann. MoonFire, 50th Anniversary 
Edition, Taschen, 2018 

One of the greatest writers of the 20th century, Norman Mailer was hired 
by LIFE magazine in 1969 to cover the Moon shot. He enhanced his 
reportage in the brilliantly crafted book, Of a Fire on the Moon, which is 
excerpted here. Equally adept at examining the science of space travel 
and the psychology of the people involved―from Saturn V rocket 
engineer Wernher von Braun to the crucial NASA support staff to the 
three astronauts―Mailer provides provocative and trenchant insights into 
this epoch-making event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Jefferey Kluger, Apollo 8: The Thrilling Story of the First Mission 

to the Moon, Henry, Holy & Co. 2017 

ISBN: 9781627798327        Length :303 pages 

Written with all the color and verve of the best narrative non-fiction, Apollo 8 
takes us from Mission Control to the astronaut’s homes, from the test labs 
to the launch pad. The race to prepare an untested rocket for an 
unprecedented journey paves the way for the hair-raising trip to the moon. 
Then, on Christmas Eve, a nation that has suffered a horrendous year of 
assassinations and war is heartened by an inspiring message from the trio 

of astronauts in lunar orbit. And when the mission is over—after the first view of the far side of the 
moon, the first earth-rise, and the first re-entry through the earth’s atmosphere following a flight to 
deep space—the impossible dream of walking on the moon suddenly seems within reach. 

 

 

 

 

The Navaho Missile Project: The Story 

of the ""Know-How"" Missile of 

American Rocketry (Schiffer Military/Aviation 

History) Paperback – January 1, 2004 

The Navaho program is the least known, yet the most important of the United States early missile 
programs. In rocket technology alone the Navaho made possible the Thor, Jupiter and Redstone 
missiles. It also allowed the construction of the Atlas ICBM's en 

 



 California Wings: A History of 

Aviation in the Golden State 1st 

Edition  
by William A. Schoneberger (Author) 

 

A History of Aviation in the Golden State; A comprehensive history of 
California aviation beginning in San Francisco with Frederick Marriott's 
AVIATOR HERMES, JR., America's first successful dirigible. California 

has enjoyed a colorful and rich aviation history dating back to the days of 1849 when Rufus Porter 
developed a scheme to take anxious argonauts to the gold fields from New York in three days via a 
cigar shaped aerial locomotive. According to author William A. Schoneberger, the Golden State has 
contributed more to aviation history than perhaps any other region of the world because of its 
favorable climate, enterprising people, and openness to new ideas. Many aviation firsts took place in 
California such as the first airship flight (1869), first glider (1883), and first international aviation meet 
(1910) to name just a few. As well, the state has been blessed with more than its share of aerial 
heroes including John Joseph Montgomery, Glenn Martin, Glenn Curtiss, Donald Douglas, Lawrence 
Bell, Jack Northrop, Charles Lindbergh, Cal Rodgers, Wiley Post, Amelia Earhart, Pancho Barnes, 
Jackie Cochran and Chuck Yeager. All were linked in one way or the other with California. 

 

 Into That Silent Sea: Trailblazers of the Space 
Era, 1961-1965 (Outward Odyssey: A People's 
History of S) (Outward Odyssey: A People's 
History of Spaceflight 

by Francis French (Author), Paul Haney (Foreword 

It was a time of bold new technology, historic moments, and international 
jousting on the final frontier. But it was also a time of human drama, of 
moments less public but no less dramatic in the lives of those who made 

the golden age of space flight happen. These are the moments and the lives that Into That Silent 
Sea captures, a book that tells the intimate stories of the men and women, American and Russian, 
who made the space race their own and gave the era its compelling character. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/William-A-Schoneberger/e/B001K8E61U/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Francis-French/e/B001JSBZGK/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+Haney&text=Paul+Haney&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text


 In the Shadow of the Moon: A Challenging 

Journey to Tranquility, 1965-1969 (Outward 

Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) 

Paperback – June 1, 2010  
by Francis French (Author), Colin Burgess (Author), & 1 more 

 

 

In the Shadow of the Moon tells the story of the most exciting and challenging years in spaceflight, 
with two superpowers engaged in a titanic struggle to land one of their own people on the moon. 
Drawing on interviews with astronauts, cosmonauts, their families, technicians, and scientists, as 
well as rarely seen Soviet and American government documents, the authors craft a remarkable 
story of the golden age of spaceflight as both an intimate human experience and a rollicking global 
adventure. From the Gemini flights to the Soyuz space program to the earliest Apollo missions, 
including the legendary first moon landing, their book draws a richly detailed picture of the space 
race as an endeavor equally endowed with personal meaning and political significance. 

 

 

 Strange Angel: The Otherworldly Life of Rocket Scientist 

John Whiteside Parsons 1st Edition 

y George Pendle (Author) 

The Los Angeles Times headline screamed: ROCKET SCIENTIST KILLED 
IN PASADENA EXPLOSION. The man known as Jack Parsons, a 
maverick rocketeer who helped transform a derided sci-fi plotline into 
actuality, was at first mourned as a scientific prodigy. But reporters soon 
uncovered a more shocking story: Parsons had been a devotee of the city’s 
occult scene. 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Francis-French/e/B001JSBZGK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Colin+Burgess&text=Colin+Burgess&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Shadow-Moon-Challenging-Tranquility-Spaceflight/dp/0803229798/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2AIYSAG28VROZ&dchild=1&keywords=francis+french&qid=1591805572&s=books&sprefix=francis+fren%2Cstripbooks%2C218&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/George-Pendle/e/B001IQXCUU/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1


 T. Wolfe's The Right(The Right Stuff [Paperback])2008)  

by T. Wolfe | Jan 1, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Wolfes-Right-Stuff-Paperback-2008/dp/B003VPI4N6/ref=sr_1_2?crid=TG0XEAZKQPGW&dchild=1&keywords=right+stuff+wolfe&qid=1591807741&s=books&sprefix=right+stuff%2Cstripbooks%2C229&sr=1-2

